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authorised the internment of all foreigners,
if they became "a danger to order and
national security". Particularly bad was
the position in the border districts, like
Limoges, where the French refugees intent
on going home, but who had been held up
by the closing of the frontier between the
two zones, had eaten up all supplies; or in
Marseilles, where tens of thousands of
foreigners had been attracted by the foreign
Consulates and the vain hope of a visa and a
ship. A moving story could be written about
the sorry trek of these tens of thousands, who,
after the flow of refugees from the North had
settled down in Southern France, were soon
again on the move, hunted by callousness
and haunted by fear, down to the shores of
the sea. But there were no ships, and only a
few got visas and were able to move on,
often in great hardship, trickling in a thin
streamlet over the mountains into Spain and
from there on to Lisbon and to freer shores.
The majority got stuck in Marseilles, and the
police swooped down on them and arrested
them at random and interned them indis-
criminately. Certain internment camps in
Southern France had never been emptied
or were now refilled* Amongst the worst
treated were foreign refugees who had pre-